
Pulaski County Abandoned Cemetery Registration Board 

New Petition Checklist 

The Pulaski County Abandoned Cemetery Registration Board (the “Board”) was created 
pursuant to Act 2001 of 2005. 

In order to register and oversee maintenance of an abandoned cemetery, the Board must assure 
that the cemetery meets certain qualifications and certain other steps must occur as detailed in 
the checklist below: 

□ Ten (10) qualified voters from within Pulaski County must submit a petition for 
minimum maintenance for a specific abandoned cemetery; 

□ Once the petition is received, the Board should submit petition to County Clerk 
for certification that petition is signed by ten (10) qualified voters; 

□ Cemetery must be inspected to assure that it meets statutory definition of an 
abandoned cemetery1 2; 

□ No permanent maintenance fund has been established (check with 
Arkansas Cemeteries Board3); 

□ Cemetery is not suitably maintained and preserved as a cemetery; 
□ No interments for a period of fifteen (15) years; and 
□ Cemetery contains at least six (6) permanent grave markers 

• “Permanent grave marker” is not defined by law, but should be 
interpreted as anything permanently placed on a location to 
indicate the presence of a grave. 

□ The petition must identify a specific cemetery; and  
□ The petition must request that minimum maintenance be provided for by the 

County. 
□ If the petition satisfies the requirements above, then the Cemetery should be registered 

with the County Judge’s office and the Arkansas Department of Health. 
□ The attached form should be used for both. 

□ Next the Board must determine if the cemetery qualifies for minimum maintenance4. 
□ If the cemetery is located on privately owned property, the Board may only 

provide for minimum maintenance if the property owner agrees in writing that the 
abandoned cemetery may be accessed for minimum maintenance. 

□ Only cemeteries one-acre in size or less are eligible for minimum maintenance. 

                                                 
1 Abandoned Cemetery defined by Arkansas Code Ann. § 20-17-905(e) 
2 The Board may conduct an examination of the Cemetery to determine if it qualifies. 
3 List of  licensed cemeteries available online at 
http://www.cemeteryboard.arkansas.gov/public/userfiles/cemeterylist2014.pdf  
4 Minimum maintenance means the removal of weeds, debris, and foreign materials at least one (1) time in the 
spring and one (1) time in the fall if funds and voluntary manpower are available. 

http://www.cemeteryboard.arkansas.gov/public/userfiles/cemeterylist2014.pdf


□ If the cemetery qualifies for minimum maintenance, the Board may post a small 
sign on site to inform the public that the abandoned cemetery is under the care of 
the Board. 

□ Once the Board has approved petitions to (1) register and (2) provide minimum 
maintenance, minimum maintenance providers must be located. 

□ Funds may be received from any legal source, public or private. Seeking public 
and private grant funds is strongly encouraged; 

□ Volunteers may be used to provide the necessary work; 
□ If the Sheriff is willing, work release prisoners may be used to provide the 

necessary work; and, 
□ Support may be secured from any other source that the Board can identify. 


